
7th Grade Exploratory Music

Amherst Middle School

2021 - 2022

Instructor Information:

Mr. Christopher Badgett Office Location: Auditorium

Voicemail: 434-528-6499 X 27853 Email: cbadgett@amherst.k12.va.us

Google Voice: 434-381-0127

Website: https://amschoral.weebly.com/

Course Description: The standards for Grade Seven General Music build upon students’
musical knowledge and skills through increasingly complex experiences in singing, playing
instruments, performing rhythms, moving to music, and creating music through processes such
as composition, improvisation, and arranging. Exploration of music theory continues as students
read and write increasingly complex music notation. Students use critical thinking to compare
and contrast the functions of music and investigate the impact of musicians, music consumers,
and music advocates on the community. Students define, organize, and share personal ideas,
investigations, and research of music ideas and concepts as part of a creative process. Students
respond to, describe, interpret, and evaluate music and experience music from a variety of
cultural influences, styles, composers, and historical periods. They compare and contrast career
pathways in music and identify relationships between music and other fine arts.

Required Resources: Students are expected to bring the following materials to class:
● Pencil
● School provided Chromebook
● 1 pack of white multipurpose copy paper or colored/multicolored copy paper

If you are able to provide:
● Tissues
● Hand sanitizer

Course Objectives:

● Develop an understanding of music through musical experiences including singing,
playing instruments, performing, composing, listening, and responding to music with
movement.

● Develop the ability to read and notate music.
● Create works of music that transcribe thoughts and emotions into forms of musical

expression.
● Exercise critical-thinking skills by investigating and analyzing all facets of music

discipline.
● Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship of music to history and culture.
● Make connections between music and other fields of knowledge
● Demonstrate the ability to apply aesthetic criteria for making musical decisions.
● Nurture a lifelong appreciation for music as an integral component of an educated,

cultured society.

mailto:cbadgett@amherst.k12.va.us
https://amschoral.weebly.com/


Course Outline (Subject to Change)

Music History Music Performance Music Literacy

Week
1

Piano Introduction to Ukulele

Ukulele in the Classroom
Level 1: Unit 1

The Open Strings
The C7 and Fadd9 Chords

Week
2

Guitar

Voice

Ukulele in the Classroom
Level 1: Unit 2

The G Chord
Someone to Lava

Unit 1

The Staff, Notes, and
Pitches

Treble Clef and Bass
Clef

The Grand Staff and
Ledger Lines

Ledger Lines (Low
and High)

Week
3

Instruments of the World

Native American Traditional
Music

Ukulele in the Classroom
Level 2: Unit 1

The Harmonized C Scale
Crawdad Song

Roman Numerals
The B-Flat Chord
The Double Strum

Unit 2

Note Values
Measure, Bar Line,

and Double Bar
4/4 Time Signature
and Note Values
Whole, Half, and

Quarter Rests

Week
4

Latin American Traditional
Music (Mexico, Caribbean,

and Central America)

Latin American Music
(South America)

Piano Course Level One

Right-Hand C Position
Ode to Joy

Left-Hand C Position
Aura Lee

Unit 3

2/4 Time Signature
3/4 Time Signature
Dotted Half Note
Ties and Slurs

Week
5

Classical Music

Jazz Music

Piano Course Level One

The Grand Staff
Rock Along

Mexican Hat Dance
Au Claire De La Lune

A Tisket, A Tasket

Unit 4

Repeat Sign, First
and Second Ending

Eighth Notes
Eighth Note Rest

Dotted Quarter Note



Week
6

Birth of Rock-and-roll

Evolution of Rock-and-roll

Piano Course Level One

The C Major Chord
Brother John

The G7 Chord
Here’s a Happy Song

Unit 5

Dynamic Signs
Tempo Marks
Articulation

D.C., D.S., Coda

Week
7

Country Music

Pop Music

Piano or Ukulele
Performance Project

Unit 6

Flats
Sharps
Naturals

Whole Steps, Half
Steps, and

Enharmonic Notes

Week
8

Musicals

Careers In Music Part 1

Piano or Ukulele
Performance Project

Week
9

Careers in Music Part 2 Piano or Ukulele
Performance Presentation



Google Classroom:

All assignments and activities will be uploaded into Google Classroom. New assignments will be
released weekly on Monday mornings and are due the following Friday.

Assessment Criteria:

Mastery of Content 60%
Measure of Progress 40%

Class Rules:

● Make good choices. Do the right thing!

● Use good manners. Be nice and respectful!

● Speak and sing when the teacher allows it.

● Involve yourself in all activities.

● Care for music room equipment.

Positive Consequences:

1. A great learning environment for
everyone.

2. Positive home communication.

3. Incentive activities.

Negative Consequences:

1. Warning

2. Lunch detention and call home.

3. Written referral to the office.



7th Grade Exploratory Music

Please complete and sign below indicating that you have read the course
syllabus for 7th Grade Exploratory Music. This page only is due back to Mr.
Badgett.

Keep the course syllabus for future reference.

________________________________            ________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (print)                             Student Name (print)

________________________________            ________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature  Student Signature

Please indicate the best way to get in touch with you: Phone and/or email.

___________________                    ______________________________
Phone                   and/or       Parent Email Address

* Please return this form directly to Mr. Badgett (not your Homeroom teacher) *



General Media Release
7th Grade Exploratory Music

Amherst Middle School

To: Principal of Amherst Middle School

Re: ___________________________________ (Student’s Name)

The purpose of this form is to seek permission for your student to be recorded, filmed, photographed,
audiotaped, and/or videotaped your student’s name, likeness, spoken words, student work,
performance and movement, and learning experiences in any form (hereinafter collectively
referred to as “Works”), and to display, publish, distribute or exhibit these Works or any part
thereof, in all manner and media, for the purpose of and in connection with any material that may
be created by Amherst Middle School and/or Amherst County Public Schools.

Amherst County Public Schools will not release personal student information to the media. Personal
information includes; but not limited to address, telephone number, medical history, academic
records, and discipline records.

I _____________GIVE/______________DO NOT GIVE my permission for my student to be
recorded, filmed, photographed, audiotaped, and/or videotaped by the media and/or school staff
while participating in a school-sponsored event.  This permission includes media and
achievement recognition of my student by name, age, and grade level.

____________________________________ _______________________
Parent/Guardian Signature Date

* Please return this form directly to Mr. Badgett (not your Homeroom teacher) *


